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India. It was opposed with the utmost vehemence.
Petitions against it, signed by no less than 60,000
natives, from Calcutta and the neighbourhood, were
presented; but it passed into law, and the three sub-
sequent Acts to which I have referred were logically
and inevitably connected with it. They were passed,
however, with great precaution, and all excited more
or less opposition. Each is an application of the
general principle that people are not to be subjected
to penalties, and, in particular, to the severest of all
penalties, those which affect their competency to
marry, either in obedience to any religious dogma
or as a punishment for having changed their religion-
There was, however, a considerable difference in
the degrees of directness with which the principle was
applied. In the case of the re-marriage of Hindu
widows, legislation was founded avowedly on a differ-
ence of religious belief amongst the Hindus them-
selves. The preamble to Act XV. of 1856 is charac-
teristic : ' Whereas it is known that by the law, as
administered in the Civil Courts, established in the
territories in the possession and under the govern-
ment of the East India Company, Hindu widows,
with certain exceptions, are held to be, by reason of
their having once been married, incapable of inherit-
ing property ; and whereas many Hindus believe
that this imputed legal incapacity, although it is in
accordance with established customs, is not in accord-
ance with a true interpretation of the precepts of
their religion, and desire that the civil law admini-
stered by the Courts of Justice shall no longer prevent